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10 7 08. he that — on me hath everlaſting 
ife. This is the bread that cometh down from 
heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die, 
"=> Vi. 47, 50. Lord, to whom ſhall we go, thou 
aſt the words of eternal Life. ver. 6%, *% Jeſus 
Chriſt hath aboliſhed death, and brought life and 
immortality to light, through the goſpel,” 2 im. 1. 10. 
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« Verily, verily, If 1 you, If a man len my 
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. — HES E wink of our + Siyicwur," "ke many 

: hs other of his ſayings, are too lightly 

| paſſed over, and not regarded, as being 

N 12 dikeult to be underſtood, and appearing” 

a ſort of parable, although nothing concerns us 
more, or is more certain and true. | 


af * Is Jeux i. 5. 15 EF "It 
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Whoever teads the holy ſcriptures muſt needs ob- 


ſerve that many ſuch places as this are found 
therein; and no doubt many, like the Jews, are 
offended with them, and ſerious people, who dare not 


reject any part of the oracles of God, and yet ſee 


daily the juſt and the unjuſt fall alike a prey to 
| 7 wo muſt BUELL think, " © How can this 
8 120 44. 

1 will therefore, in this berge treat of this 
matter freely, and ſnew what properly death is; 
what it is to keep his ſayings; and confirm this 
bleſſed doctrine out of the 'ſcriptures, that who 
ſoever keeps his word ſhall not taſte of death;“ or, 
as once he ſaid to Mary and Martha, the ſiſters 
of Lazarus, at a0ther time, 4 they ſhall never 
die:? 2 fl a 

It is very certain chat; in WO place, ky death | 
is not meant the W of the ſoul out. of the 

1 5 T9. £39 4 * N body, 
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„ | 5 
body, nor is it the language of the Holy Ghoſt, 
either in the Old or New- Teſtament, to call our 
leaving this world, death; but, on the contrary, 
it is generally ſaid of ſuch as die in faith among 
the patriarchs and'prophets, ** ſuch an one was ga- 
thered to his people; or, ** Slept with his fathers ;*? 
or, gave up the ghoſt:“ 80 Daniel ſaith, re 
that ſleep in the duſt:“ and very ſeldom it is ſaid 
they died, unleſs ſpoken of unbelievers, or ſuch as 
were not people of God; and herein the nice di- 
vinity of the Shepherd and Biſhop of our ſouls is 
to be obſerved in the New- Teſtament, for ſpeaks. 
ing of the deceaſe of Lazarus, to his diſciples, ' 
he faith, Our friend Lazarus fleepeth ;” and 
only on account of the weakneſs of his followers, 
who did not underſtand. him, he ſaid, He is 
dead,” After the ſame manner he ſaid in the houſe. 
of the ruler, when the mourners were lamenting 
oyer a departed child, Give place, ſhe is not 
dead, but ſleepeth, Matt. ix. 24. Thus the Lord 
would have us look upon the natural change which 
good and bad experience. The apoſtles followed 
our Saviour in this way of ſpeaking, and fo; 
Oe of Stephen, That he fell aſleep.” And St. 
Paul calls ſuch as were departed in Chriſt, perſons 
* who ſleep in Jeſus,” 1 Theſſ. iy. 14. But 
what properly then is death? W)en God bad 
bleſſed Adam and Eve in, paradiſe, he fore warned 
them not to eat of one tree, ſaying, In the day: 
1. that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die 
and this undoubtedly., came ta paſs, according 
„ ta the word of the Lord; for though n 
ſome hundred years after he had eaten the for- 
bidden fruit, yet that ſame day, in which he 
ſinned, the life w ich. God, breathed into his. 
hearts. when he became a, living ſoul; Wan 
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| $231 
from Mins; and he became dead to Ood while he 
lived. Thus death entered the world' temporal 
and ſpiritual ; and in this ſenſe it is ſaid, In Adam 
all died,” i. e. all were robbed. of divine life, and 
loſt that which is the image of God, and bien 
is only recovered by faith in Chrift,} who came 


to be a quickning pirit, and to give 17 to the 
world. 

'T know that ſome think the death threatenied 60 
Adam, was only temporal, and that his ſim only 
rendered him fubject to die, or made him mor- 


tal; and that becauſe a thouſand years are, with the 


Lord. as one day; ſo it might, in a certain ſenſe, 
be ſaid, he died that day he ſinned, becauſe he 
died before he had ſeen a thouſand years; but 


this fenſe is far too ſhallow, and ſerves omy to 


pleaſe ſuch as would not willingly allow of all bee 
coming ſinners, and dying ſpiritually in Adams 
Which is à doctrine moft ſurely true, and aces 


cording to the feriptures, I cannot look upon 


temporal death as a ande or that we ſuffer an 
thing through God's ordering the cherubim 45 
8 the bree of life, that Adam might not eat 

it, and live for ever; but I think it was the ten- 
der mercy of our Saviour, who, after fin had en- 
tered, and death and hell followed, deſigned” we 
ſhould not live for ever in that fallen ſtate, ' but let 
our poor bodies return again to duſt, from whence 


they were formed, and reſt there till de ſhould 
| create all thin ings new, in which day they might 


riſe again in likeneſs of his glorious body. And 
thus if a man, by miſchance, had let ſome goodly 
greens ſuch as wheat or barley, fall into fome- 

ditch, or dirty place, ſo that it was no 
fonger fie for uſe; ; his beſt way would be to ſow 


it, and he would nevertheleſs loſe nothing by t, 


"© 
but: t a good 8 out of i ve 
ut-get eee does with of 7040 A, 400 e 
— 1 : He ſows us in likeneſs of is de; Fl 
that we may be raiſed, in likeneſs of. his, reſur- 
rection. And, indeed, one can eaſily, ſee. that 
temporal death is now of no harm to us; for ho 
' Miſerable would our lives be, after we had paſſed. 
ſome hundred years, and were ſickly, infirm, 177 
a burden to ourſelves and all round aho us? 
is better, as I ſaid before, Oat, we. $a 1 dow 


Ile 
our poor And his — 7 1 and elit HY the Lore 


ge 
are dead meh, ee far th th 7 Noe 0 
gan make, 
their boaſt how, well (hey hve lived, d, bow, little; 
ow. much they haye ſer 
God, and are 1 and brought TOS 4 — 
church, yet God ſhall. ſay of ſuch, & Iknow thy; 
works; thou haſt a name to live, but thou. art dead. 
A. 828 Keats, this life, loaded with, the fins. 
af his youth, a ſoul taking fg, flight imo. eter- 


pity, Who, foes: not know. the Seller, Who; has: 
aud | 


never 
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name 18 lb in heaven, 125 8 mal 15 
in the world, and fli nted this precious Fight an 
merits of " Jeſus Chriſt,” or fodlilhly contented" itſelf 
with being ſtrictly "honeſt, and having | lived a 
moral life in the light of men, ſuch wry. can taſte 


of death, ſuch a one can feel horrors and diſtreſs 


unſpeakable; and when the death-ſweat' is 
them, when their Iimbs are” brdwing cold 1 0 0 
humbed, and the eye ſtings ieee, and no friend 
can comfort them more; when the) muſt gos and 
feel they are without Chriſt and his righteouſneſs; 
and are now not worthy to be, with him, 'O”ſuch 
die, ſuch feel the pangs of death, the ſting of 
the king of terrors, through the fear of which all 
the world have been ſubject to bondage, Every 

man bi nature lies in this death, and is 80e nbi. 


of it till awakened by the voice of the Son of man, 


ill the Holy: Spirit, through the preachin; of the 
goſpel, awakes 'thoſe who fleep, and leads them 
to eſus Chriſt, 9 can alone give them life; or 
as himſelf expreſſes t, „ The dead ſhall hear the 
voice of the Son of Man, and they that hear ſhall 
live.” And this is not ſpoken of the laſt or gene fg 
reſurrection, but of a work wrought in he hea 
in this World; becauſe he ſaith, in the ſame plice 
„The hour is goming, and Now 1s, When thi 
mall be done.“ 
he preaches thus, I am the reſurrection and ts 
life; he that believeth in me ſhall live, though he 
were dead. And again the ſcripture faith, <* Bleſted 


ug thoſe who have a part in this reſurreQion, the 


cond'death ſhall have no power over them. 1 
ſhall never die.“ But let a man venture into ete 
Jay Careleſly, and experience nothing of this; let 


@ ſou dare ** to another world, depending on his 


own 


At the ſepulchre of Lazar us 
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own. righteouſneſs, or die without having in the 
heart the witneſs of God's Spirit, with his ſpi- 
rit, that he is a child of God, or without feelin 
and knowing#that our Saviour has given him life 
and ſuch an one ſhall find there is ſomewhat true 
| in our having died in Adam; and foraſmuch as he 
did not come to our Saviour, that he might live, 
e ſhall not ſave his ſoul alive; he ſhall die, he 
ſhall ſee death, and tremble, do what he will. Do 
not then put theſe things far from thee : Do not 
ſay, as Felix did once to Paul, when his doctrine 
made him ſhudder and quake, Go thy way, for 
this time, when I have a convenient ſeaſon J 
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will cal! for thee,” O rather go into thy cloſet, 

and ſhut the door after thee, and hold an affize in :. 

thy own breaſt. Aſk thy heart, Am I ready for : 

my change? Have I not indeed lived without 
j Chriſt in the world? Is not my heart yet dead to i 
| God, and cold as ice to che dying of Jeſus, and to L 
E . his bleeding wounds? O let nothing be ſo weighty 6 
|  * @ matter to you as this ! Let nothing be ſo much e 
| your deſire as to get eternal life t rough Jeſus fi 
| Chriſt ! Look up to him, and ſpeak to that dear 5 
; crucified Lamb; he will hear you, and make you he 
| | feel that his deatn has deſtroyed death, and brought he 
| yon from the dead to live with him in time and fu 
| . Eternity. pies e e e di 
| But this brings me to ſpeak of that way ia lai 
3 | which we efcape the taſting of death, and that is thi 
by keeping our Saviour's werd: If a man keep of 
| my ſayings, he ſhall never ſee death.” To keep our the 
| - Saviour's ſayings is, properly, to believe them, to fee! 
| embrace his promiſes, and hold them as the moſt | 1 
| ” precious trealure ; that when in the world the rea 
| bdileſſings of our Saviour are queſtioned by wicked | Har 


men, you may depend upon bis promiſes, pg 5 
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hold faſt his word; and at the loſs of all thi ings | 


keep it as the true ſayings of God. When. men, 
who love not our Lord Chriſt, ſpeak lightly of 
his ſcriptures, do you let them be weightier to you 
than all the arguments of reaſoning men ; and lee 
Jeſus Chrift's anſwers to ſatan, in the days of his 
'temptation, be your anſwer in ſuch caſes: ſay, 
4% It is written.” Therefore | believe, and upon 
this will I venture body and foul. But a child of 
God can ſay more: He has not only looked upon 
the writings of the prophets and apoſtles, as ſacred 


and inſpired; he can ſay, I believe and know. 
For that faith whereby we keep the ſayings of our 
Saviour has, in its own nature, the aſſurance and 
knowledge of the thing believed. Faith is the 


35 


evidence of things unſeen.” And our Saviour ſays, 
& Tf a man keep my word, he ſhall know-of the 
doctrine whether it be of God. The Holy Ghoſt 
writes it ſo upon the heart, gives ſuch an inward and 
comfortable confidence of the truth of it, that who« 
ever keeps his word, ſees the glory of God, is made 
free, has our Saviour manifeſted to him, overcomes 
ſatan and the world, and gets everlaſting life in his 
heart. All theſe are ſcriptural truths, ' and have 


had in all ages multitudes of witneſſes who have 


fuffered martyrdom, or died in faith, as good ſol- 
diers upon their beds, aſſured that they had already 
laid hold on eternal life, and eſcaped death. Do 


thou, as Mary did, lay up all the words of the Son 


of God in thy heart; and let them be dearer to thee 
than thouſands of gold or ſilver; a lanthorn, to e 
feet and a light to thy paths. 

A man, who ſuperficially views this text, may 
reaſon thus, as the Jews once did, „Is not Abra= 
ham dead? And Moſes and the prophets, are they 


not dead F Do we not ſee the good as well as the 
B 1 
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ſayings of the ſame bleſſed apoſtle and Doctor of our 


1 
bad die? how then can it be true, that he that keeps 
the Lord's ſayings ſhall not taſte of death? To this 
I anſwer, it is true, Abraham, Moſes, and the pro- 


phets, as well as an innumerable company of the 
firſt- born, are now departed this life, and are 


returned to duſt, but they did not die, they are not 
dead, they have not taſted death. When kings, 
proconſuls, and perſecutors, ſaw the exit of the 
martyrs, heard them ſing in their flames, beheld 
them meet the torments with the greateſt heroiſm 
and bravery, and undaunted ſmile at the ſword, the 
wild beaſts, or inſtruments of death, they could not 
help being amazed: and no man, no ſage, no phi- 
loſopher, can account for the joyful manner in 
which ſuch have left the world, as well as millions 
of others, who in their life-time, and in their laſt 
moments, have ſupported the utmoſt trials, and 


held faſt their confidence to the end, but by ac- 


knowledging dur Saviour's promiſe, has been veri- 
fied in them; they knew their ſin, which is the 
ſting of death, was taken away; they knew the 


High-Prieſt had abſolved them, his dying had 


opened the happy paſſage for them, And thus 
bleſſed with his near preſence, and perſuaded of his 
everlaſting love, they have panted to be gone; and 
rather than ftart at the approach of death, they have 
looked upon him as a meſſenger ſent to tell them, 
© the Maſter calleth for you;“ and have thought, 
like the mother of Siſera, Why is his chariot ſo 


long in coming? Why tarry the wheels of his 


Chariot ? 


But there is one thing here which I muſt ob- 


ſerve, and what ſeems to contradict all which have 
been ſaid relating to that part of the text, He 
ſhall not ſee death.” And this is too in one of the 


pro- 


FE 


. 1 5 

profeſſion, Chrift Jeſus. After he had ſo often ſaid, 
a believer ſhall not die, and wiſely had called their 
departure out of the body, a ſleep, a being returned 
to God, &c. he ſaith to John in the Revelations, 
% have been dead: But here is opened an ado- 
rable myſtery indeed, he ſays, we ſhall not die, we 
ſhall not ſo much as taſte death; but he ſays, I 
am he which liveth and was dead ;” as if he would 
ſay, I have drunk up your curſe, -I have felt the 
ſting of death, and him that had the power of it, 
that is, the devil. I have taſted the bitterneſs of 
death, and gone through the dark valley of the ſha- 


dow of death, I have experienced what death is, I 


have died in the ſtricteſt ſenſe; the pangs of death 
compaſſed me about; the pains of hell gat hold 
upon me. I have endured the ſharpneſs of death, 
when I opened the kingdom of heaven to all be- 
lievers. A man muſt have thought very careleſly 
on the account of our Saviour's death, if he has not 
obſerved with what anguiſh he ſunk down, with 
what ſhocking cries he poured out his ſoul, and 
eſpecially when he uttered that amazing prayer, 
which makes even every drop of blood in one's veins 
tremble with awe when it is repeated! My God! 


my God! why haſt thou forſaken me!” What 


muſt his dear heart have felt! What a cloud covered 
his ſoul ! How properly did he taſte death for every 
man, when he roared thus for the very diſquietneſs 
of his heart ! If at no other time, it may properly be 
ſaid now, He deſcended into hell.” Then the 


ſame curſe and death which a loſt ſoul feels, our 


God and Lord felt; and the ſame miſery, diſtreſs 


and vengeance which we.had merited, burſt upon 


him, and drank up his ſpirits; and thus, in the 


ſtricteſt ſenſe, he has died for us. He has been dead 
to ſave his poor ſheep from ſo great a plague ; and 
1 has 


| „ 
has by this means deſerved the living and dead, 
| and merited that bleſſed character, The good 
| Shepherd, who laid down his life for the Sheep.“ 
However, the doctrine of our Saviour's ſo pain» 
ful dying ſhould melt the hardeſt heart, and make 
the moſt light-minded and trifling ſoul adore him 
with eyes overflowing with tears; yet, we ſee, it 
has had quite a contrary effect on many men, whole 
falſe wiſdom have made them fools; or ſome have 
concluded from all this, that our Saviour was a 
mere man; and either like the Jews, thought he 
ſuffered juſtly; or, like Arians, dreamed he died 
only to ſhtw us a good pattern, and was only a 
martyr for his doctrine. Far be ſuch curſed thoughts 
from our hearts! He is certainly God over all: 
„He live and was dead, and is the Almighty, 
whoſe. goings-forth have been of ola, even from 
everlaſting ” And it is his being the eternal God, 
which has made his ſufferings ſo meritorious 
and dear; “and hereby we perceive the love of 
God, becauſe he laid down his life for us.” When 
a certain deiſt, who read diligently how Jeſus ex- 
pired, and obſerved how his martyrs, in many ages, 
laid down their lives, and the Head dying with ſa 
much trembling and horror, and the diſciples with 
ſo much courage, he blaſphemouſly confeſſed, he 
could ſooner truſt the blood of one of the martyrs 
than the blood of Jeſus Chriſt; for, ſaid he, theſe 
died like men, and behaved courageouſly, and as 
heroes, but he died as a fool dieth, and behaved as 
if abandoned and forſaken, and like one in deſpair, 
and worſe, ſo he ended his life. This has ſome⸗ 
what in it of truth, for he truly died in this fright- 
ful manner, with horrid groans and cries, while the 
martyrs and all true chriſtians have gone uncon- 
cerned, or rather rejoicing to the ſake, ſung in their 
fires, 


Chr 
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fires, leaped for joy at the place of execution, or 
departed in peace and aſſurance upon their beds: 
But the reaſon of this 3 difference is this, Je- 
ſus died, bearing the ſins of the world, the wrath of 
God, the rage and malice of ſatan; and for ey 

man taſted death, loaded with our tranſgreflions, 
and aMiced and accurſed with all our iniquities 


and chaſtiſement, as it is written, “ he was made 


a curſe for us.” But, on the other hand, the mar- 
2 and witneſſes of Chriſt have had no ſuch bur- 

n to bear, no death to taſte, no hell or ſatan to be 
afraid of; and the feelings and knowledge of this, 
by the Holy Ghoſt, led them triumphantly through 
all torments and trials; and becauſe their hearts 
experienced what the bitter death of their dear 
Maſter and Lord had effected upon them, they 
followed the Captain of their ſalyation through 
fufferings, and ſung to him, ** thou haſt loved us, 
and ſaved us from our fins by thy blood.“ This 


- gave the firſt witneſs ſuch boldnefs, that when they 
| were caſting ſtones at him, without merey, he ſaw 


by faith the heavens opened, and fell aſleep, calling 
upon the Saviour, ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive my 
ſpirit!” This was no other than after the Hero had 
ſlain the enemy, his children could put their feet 
upon his neck and ſing; or when one had robbed a 
ſerpent or dragon of nis poiſon and ſting, others 
come and handle it fearlefly ; ſo the children and 
ſervants of God glory over death, and aſk, * O 

death where is thy ſting ! O grave, where is thy 
victory ' but muſt bleſs that Lord who waded 
through, and made war and overcame, namely, he 
who —_—_ them their victory, even our Lord Jeſus 


80 that, properly, all our happineſs, boldneſs, 


Z joy, comfort and aſſurance, is owing entirely and 


| ſolely 


EE 
ſolely to the bitter and painful death of our Lord, 
God and Saviour upon the croſs. This every true 


child of God is well convinced of; he knows what 


a miſerable eſtate he was once in, and ſhunned 


death as a lioneſs robbed of her whelps. He can- 


not forget with what an aching heart his eyes were 
open to his own loſt and corrupted eſtate, till the 
Holy Spirit directed him to Chriſt crucified ; the 


very believing he died for him, and ſuffering that - 


hell in his ſtead, eaſed his heart, and in the ſweet 
ſtreams of his blood, he got pardon, and an eaſe from 
all his pains and fears: So that with greateſt cer- 
tainty he can thank our Saviour for his bloody 
death; and rejoicing ſay, with David, I ſhall not 
die but live; or with St. Paul, *The life which I 


now live, is the life of the Son of God, who loved 


me, and gave himſelf for me.” 1 | 
This is alſo the reaſon why now we in the chriſ- 
tian church, in all our hymns and ſongs, mention 
only, and above all things, The Lamb that was 
ſlain ;”” and like as Moſes, David, Deborah, and 
others, taught the children of Iſrael] to ſing of their 
ſalvation from Egypt, Fhiliſtines, Aﬀyrians, &c. 
and tell of it in their ſongs from one generation to 
another; ſo we, who have been redeemed by the 
blood and death of the Lamb of God, eſteem his 
merits and ſufferings alone worthy to be ſung in all 
places, and believe all other deliverance were but 


ſhadows of this. h 
We behave as witneſſes of his death and victory, 


and ſing of his reproach and ſhame, his wounds and 


bonds, his crue] mocking and ſcourging, meekly 
ſuffering our chaſtiſement and charges of our ſin; 


and while others deride and diſeſteem him in his 


affliction, weakneſs and meanneſs, and ſalute him in 
fcorn, we look upon him with the greateſt reve- 


rence. 
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rence and thankfulneſs, and think, how glorious. did 
the King of Iſrael look] how red in his apparel ! 


how beautiful in that form which was marred more 


than any man's, with the-crown of thorns upon his 
head, the crown wherewith he was crowned in the 


day of his eſpouſals! How brave, when' he would 


not yield, but endured the croſs, waded through 
hell, was ſtung to death by the king of terrors; and 
who, amidſt all his torments and countleſs trials 
and ſufferings, weathered out the ftorm, and having 
loved his own, loved them to the end, and put it 
beyond the power of pain, or death, or hell, or eter- 
nal wrath, to ſeparate us from him. We ſing how 
at laſt ſatan gave out, and his death aboliſhed death, 
and the ſmoke of his torment aſcending up and 
made an eternal atonement before the throne; from 
that moment the Captain of our ſalvation ſaid, 
It is finiſhed,” began in heaven the new ſong 


Which we repeat with joyful hearts on earth, 
„ Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 


bleſſing and glory for ever; for he has ſaved our 
ſouls from death, our eyes from tears, and our feet 
from falling ;”” and hence we know, we ſhall 
never die, death ſhall have no dominion over us,” 
Theſe are the benefits of believing in Chriſt, and 
theſe are the common privileges of all the ſaithful 
in every land. Let theſe be then the mark of the 
prize of your high calling, nor account yourſelves 


_ chriſtians indeed, till you have received from hea- 


ven the bleſſed and comfortable knowledge, that you 
ſhall not dieeternally ; nor even, when you departing 
this mortal and troubleſome life, taſte that death 
which for your ſakes Jeſus Cbriſt in our fleſh has 
ſuffered for us. Do not let unbelief hinder you to 
ſee it your priviledge, or keep you back from enter- 
ing the poſſeſſion of ſo valuable and divine a e. 
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fure, or check your moſt earneſt prayers to him; 
who has the keys of hell and death, to grant it to 


you. He is God, and can fave you; he is loving, 


and will do it; he is the very refuge and ſanftuary 


for ſuch as are ready to periſh, and whoſe whole 


bleeding form preaches his grace. His head is 
bowed down to kiſs you, his arms extended to em- 


brace you, his wounds open, that, like a dove, you 


may turn in and dwell in thoſe clefts of the rock 
and be ſafe. Ariſe, ye dear people, go into his 
wounds, live in his death, andgo no more out. Search 


the ſcriptures with greater diligence than ever, and 


hold faſt the bleſſed words of the Son of God. Be- 
lieve then with all your hearts, and that bleſſing 


ſhall come upon you which is ſent to the churches | 


in the Revelations, **-Becauſe thou haſt kept my 


word, I will keep thee.” Let the ſayings of Jeſus 


be laid up in your hearts, and you ſhall be witneſſes 
that “ he who keeps his ſayings ſhall not ſee 
death.” . -- . | | } EE 
Now to Him that lives and was dead, and is alive 
again for evermore, even to Jeſus the Son of God, 


be glory, to his Father, and the Holy Ghoſty for 
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